BJYARD OF DIRECTORS

Dr. Jennings Bryant, Chalman
Institute for Communications
Research, University of Alabama*

Gerald E. Depo, President
Town of Bloomsburg*

Richard José Beia, Esq.
Hispanic Association on
Corporate Responsibility*

John A. Butier
Butler Enterprises*
Roger Cazares
The MAAC Project*
Debbile Goldman
Communications Workers
of America*

Linda Weatherspoon Halthcox
NAACP*

Allen S. Hammond, IV
University of Santa Clara
School of Law*

Bong Hwan Kim, MPA
B.H. Kim & Associates*

Eli Noam, PhD
Columbia University Institute for
Tele-nformation*

Helga E. Rippen, MD, PhD, MPH

Paul Schroeder
American Foundation
for the Blind*

Esther K. Shapiro
Consumer Consuitant

Arthur D, Sheekey, PhD
Councit of Chief State
School Officers*

Vincent C. Thomas
New York State Assembly*

Donald Viat
California Foundation on The
Environment & The Economy*

OF COUNSEL
Henry Geller
The Markle Foundation*

FOUNDERS

Barbara 0’Connor, PhD, Chair
Institute for the Study of
Politics & Media, California
State University, Sacramento*

Mary Gardiner Jones, President

Consumer Interest Research
Institute*

Susan G. Hadden, PhD, Policy Chair
(deceased)
LBJ School of Public Affairs
University of Texas, Austin®*

*Qrganization is for identification
purposes only.

selion

EX PARTE OR LATE FILED

April 12, 1999

The Honorable William E. Kennard
Chairman

Federal Communications Commission
Portals 11

445 12™ Street, SW

Washington, DC 20554

Re: Declaratory Ruling in CC Docket No. 96-98 and Notice of
Proposed Rulemaking in CC Docket No. 99-68 /

Dear Chairman Kennard:

The Alliance for Public Technology (APT) is encouraged by the
Commission’s recent Declaratory Ruling and request for comments on the
Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (NPRM) concerning compensation for
ISP-bound traffic (reciprocal compensation). By ruling that ISP-bound
traffic “is jurisdictionally mixed and appears to be largely interstate,” the
Commission took a step in the right direction. However, we believe that
residential consumers and small businesses would realize greater benefit if
the Commission were to end entirely the reciprocal compensation payment
system as it relates to Internet calls.

As we previously stated, the incredible growth of the Internet and its use
has led to an imbalance in the reciprocal compensation payments made by
ILECs to CLECs. We believe this imbalance is diverting significant
capital from ILEC deployment of advanced networks, thereby threatening
universal advanced infrastructure deployment under Section 706 of the

Act.
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The goal of the Telecommunications Act of 1996 is to ensure that all Americans have access to

advanced telecommunications services. Do not let the current regime of reciprocal
compensation payments defeat this fundamental goal of the Act.

Sincerely,

Maureen Lcwis
General Counsel

cc: Commissioner Susan Ness
Commissioner Harold Furchtgott-Roth
Commissioner Michael Powell
Commissioner Gloria Tristani
Secretary Magalie Roman Salas




